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Background

 Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS)
o covers Atlantic and Gulf Coasts (except TX), PR, HI
o complementary survey design

• telephone survey: Coastal Household Telephone Survey 
For-Hire Survey

• Intercept survey  : Access Point Angler Intercept Survey

Other Programs
o Large Pelagics Survey
o Southeast Headboat Survey
o Texas
o California
o Washington
o Oregon



entities involved

MRFSS/MRIP Catch Estimates

 Contractors
o Quantech (For-Hire)
o ICF Macro Burlington (Intercept)
o ICF Macro New York (Phone)

 State Agencies
o For-Hire Phone: ME, NC, GA, FL, AL, MS, LA
o For-Hire Logbook: MD
o Dockside Intercepts: ME, NH, CT, NC, GA, FL, AL, MS, LA

 GSMFC

 NOAA Fisheries Statistics Division

 Other
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of wave estimates
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phone interview data to SAS

investigation

recommendation to NMFS
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interview receive package match assignments

scan edit
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data delivery

investigation / correction

create mismatch file

data collection
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data delivery clean dataerror check

Estimation
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Option 2: review by NOAA in 3 working days & delivery on 17th    
trade-offs: cost / data quality            

21
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reducing data processing & QC/QA time?
Household Telephone Survey

7 days

Current: review by NOAA in 7 working days & data delivery on 28th

Option 1: review by NOAA in 3 working days & delivery on 21st    trade-offs: cost
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reducing data processing & QC/QA time?
Atlantic For-Hire Survey

Current: data delivery on 28th

21     
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Option 2: data delivery on 17th                              trade-offs: cost / data quality

Option 1: data delivery on 21th                                                   trade-offs: cost
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reducing data processing & QC/QA time?
Atlantic Intercept Survey

Current: data delivery on 21th

Option 1: delivery on 17th                                                              trade-offs: Cost

17

Possible Options 
o Shorten time required for interviewers to submit data
o Increase staffing for data entry and review
o Electronic data collection
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complete data entry data delivery        data processing & QC/QA



Atlantic and Gulf Coasts

Electronic Data Collection

 Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI)
o For-Hire Survey
o Coastal Household Telephone Survey

Web Tool Reporting Option
o For-Hire Survey
o Southeast Headboat Survey
o Gulf For-Hire Mandatory Logbook Pilot

 Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI)
o ICF Macro Pilot Testing iPAD
o Gulf States Pilot Testing Digital Pen
o NOAA Fisheries Statistics Pilot Tested Hand-held device of LPS



potential benefits

Electronic Data Collection

 Eliminates time required to mail paper forms

 Eliminates time required for data entry

 Eliminate scanning/reviewing paper forms

 Built-in error checks and identify errors at point of interview

 May reduce respondent burden for self-reported data



Reducing Estimation Time?

Current: two weeks for review of estimates

Option 1: one week for review of estimates
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Options…
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Option 1: reduce data processing & QC/QA time 

Option 2: reducing estimation time

Option 3: combination 



Options…
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in South Atlantic and Gulf Coasts

Other Programs

 TEXAS
o estimates by season: high-use (May 15 – Nov. 20)  

low-use (Nov. 21-May 14)
o lag time of 3-4 months

 Southeast Headboat Survey
o annual estimates
o lag time of 3-5 months into following year



Southeast Headboat Survey

1-2 weeks
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annual estimates
3-5 months into following year

by day 7-37 after fishing trip error check 
on paper form

ship to Beaufort, NC 

error check routines

process data through 
SAS

corrected master & 
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