NOAA Testing Angler Logbooks in North Carolina and Florida

NOAA'’s current surveys collect catch data at public sites like piers, marinas, or beach access points,
generally during daytime hours. As a result we may be missing the activities of anglers whose trips
originate from private land or who may fish only at night. To help identify differences between public
and private access fishing that may lead to bias in survey results, NOAA has selected panels of anglers in
North Carolina and Florida to keep logbooks of their activities.

To ensure complete coverage of the angling population, participants were drawn from two different lists
(state fishing license holders and all residential addresses within the two states) and pre-screened.
Selected anglers are provided a paper logbook to record trip information and will be contacted regularly
to provide information either online or via an automated telephone interview. The pilot project begins
this month and will run for one year. For more information, please contact Rob Andrews at
Rob.Andrews@noaa.gov.
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