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New Catch Estimation Methods Undergoing Peer Review

One of the principal findings of the National Research Council review was that the current survey
designs and estimation methods were not appropriately matched, resulting in the potential for biases in
the resulting catch estimates. An expert MRIP team has developed an improved estimation method to
address this concern. An external peer review of the revised method will be undertaken this month and
should be completed by the end of 2010. NOAA anticipates implementing this new method beginning in
2011, including re-estimation of MRFSS-based catch values dating back to 2003.

For-Hire Electronic Logbook Test Launches Next Month

Beginning September 1, 2010, a select group of for-hire captains will test the feasibility of a new online
logbook tool. The test study is investigating whether we can get more reliable information directly from
electronic logbooks (combined with dockside validation of catch), reported on a weekly basis, than we
currently do with telephone and dockside interview surveys. The study also will help determine
whether the overall reporting burden — the combination of costs incurred to run the program, time
spent by captains entering the data, and other factors —is justified or outweighed by improvements in
data quality. The 12-month test study will include more than 400 vessels in Corpus Christi, Texas, and
Panama Beach and Destin, Florida. If you have any questions or need more information, please contact
Dave Donaldson at the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission at (228) 875-5912.

Meeting Anglers’ Information Needs

Last month, the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership (TRCP) hosted a workshop for a blue
ribbon panel of experts to evaluate methods by which recreational fisheries surveys could be more
timely and responsive to management needs. TRCP will compile recommendations from this expert
group and submit them to NOAA for consideration.



NOAA and States Finalize Agreements to Share License Data

This month, NOAA signed Memoranda of Agreements (MOAs) with ten states and territories formally
designating them as exempted under the Registry Program. Under the agreement, states agree to send
their license/registry information to NOAA, and to take specific actions as necessary to improve the data
over time. The first round of MOAs included Alaska, American Samoa, California, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, Connecticut, Delaware, New York, and Oregon. Also, Massachusetts and
Virginia entered into MOAs for their for-hire fishing vessels only. Both states expect to be able to
amend their MOAs to include anglers by the end of the year. Numerous additional state MOAs are in
the final development stages and NOAA expects to execute them in the near future. For more
information, contact Gordon Colvin at Gordon.colvin@noaa.gov or (301) 713-2367.

$2.5 Million in State Registry Grants Now Available

Working through NOAA, the three interstate marine fisheries commissions currently are soliciting grant
proposals from states to implement improvements in their current registry or licensing programs that
will help meet all requirements of the National Saltwater Angler Registry program. For more
information, contact your respective regional interstate marine fisheries commission.

Angler Registrations Reach 628,000; Help Spread the Word

After topping the half million mark, the pace of registrations with the National Saltwater Angler Registry
is slowing as summer winds down and many fishermen appear to be taking a “wait and see” approach to
registering. For example, as of this week, only 173,000 anglers have registered in New Jersey; a figure
far below past estimates that put the number of participants at well over a million. NOAA is planning on
using registry data for surveys starting in 2011. An incomplete registry could mean substantial delays in
survey improvements.

We are ramping up our outreach efforts to let anglers know that failing to register this year is the same
as not having your catch count when it comes to making regulations and management decisions.
Readers who would like to help spread the word by posting information on their websites, blogs,
newsletters, or other outreach vehicles can contact Forbes Darby at Forbes.Darby@noaa.gov or (301)
713-9501.

Ask MRIP

Do you have questions about MRIP? Is there an aspect of the redesign that you would like more
information about? Ask us and we’ll answer your question in an upcoming newsletter. Submit
questions to Forbes Darby at forbes.darby@noaa.gov.



