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Registry Team

Gordon Colvin NOAA Fisheries Service 
Dr. Ken Richkus U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
George Lapointe Maine Department of Marine Resources
Spud Woodward Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Dick Brame Operations Team; Coastal Conservation Association
Brad Spear Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
Jim Donofrio Recreational Fishing Alliance
Phil Anderson Washington Department of Fish and Game
Edwin Ebisui, Jr. Western Pacific Fishery Management Council
Mark Robson Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Ron Regan Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Eric Schwaab Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee
Robert Clark Alaska Department of Fish and Game
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Final Rule:  50 CFR 600.1400-1417

• Effective January 29, 2009
• Non-exempt anglers and for-hire vessels must 

register with NOAA as of January 1, 2010
• Procedures and requirements for designating states 

as Exempted States established
• Two ways for states to be designated:  submit 

complete angler and/or for-hire vessel license or 
registration data;  participate in a qualifying regional 
survey
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States presumed eligible for 
Exempted State designation
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State Exemption Process

• Submit a proposal per 600.1415(b): complete 
description of the data to be submitted to NMFS;  
assessment of how the data conforms to the 
requirements of 600.1416 or 600.1417; description of 
the database in which the data exists and will be 
transmitted; proposed process, schedule and 
frequency of submission of the data. 

• MOA to state for completion and execution
• NMFS publishes designation in Federal Register
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Funding for State Registry Support

• $2.5 M in President’s FY 2010 budget
• Purpose:  To support the development of state 

registration and/or licensing programs that will meet 
the requirements for development and maintenance 
of a complete and regularly updated National 
Registry of marine recreational fishing participants.
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Preliminary Candidate Project  
Types Eligible for Funding (1)

• Develop and implement programs that will increase 
the proportion of records that have correct 
addresses, telephone numbers and dates of birth;

• Develop/upgrade electronic licensing systems and 
extend coverage to additional agents;

• Implement data cleanup operations such as address 
validation and reverse directory lookup of missing 
telephone numbers;



8

Preliminary Candidate Project  
Types Eligible for Funding (2) 

• Develop and implement new registries or lifetime 
licenses for exempted seniors;

• Develop measures to identify saltwater anglers in 
combination license data bases;

• Develop and implement systems to update data for 
lifetime license holders;

• Develop and utilize improved database designs for 
state license/registration data;
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Communicating about the Registry

Goals:

1. Reduce confusion among anglers when the 
registry goes into effect on January 1, 2010.

2. Promote compliance among anglers in states that 
will not have exempted-state status.

In other words, we want to answer the questions…
Do I have to register?  How do I register?

Why do I have to register?
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Collaboration with States

Outreach Toolkit:

• Developed in partnership with anglers and states
• Easily customizable to your state
• Answers the fundamental who, what, where, why, 

and how questions
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Outreach Toolkit

Fact sheet

Talking points

Advertisement

Web banner

Tackle shop brochure

Sampler card

Targeted article
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National Registration Process 

• Anglers will register on-line at a NOAA registration 
interface (ST custom interface available and will 
migrate to NPS when ready) or via toll free 
telephone;

• Temporary registration # for 30 days;
• Mail a permanent registration card and # valid for 1 

year from issue date;
• Data uploaded continuously to angler registry 

database.
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Draft Registration Card Design
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Registration System Status

• Registry Database:  Completed January, 2009; 
revised/updated August, 2009

• National Registration Interface:  Completed January, 
2009; revised/updated September, 2009

• Call center, data entry, printing, mailing and mail 
processing:  will be procured through GPO;  contract to 
be awarded by end of September, 2009

• QA/QC, data reconciliation:  will be implemented by 
November, 2009, including contract for address 
validation and reverse telephone lookup services

• All systems to be ready for testing in November, 2009 
and to go operational by January 1, 2010
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